
 

 

Alternation Special Edition 11 (2013) 376 - 381                 376  
ISSN 1023-1757   

 

 

 Contributors  
 

 

 

Cok Bakker has a background in Theology and Educational Studies. He is 

research professor of Religious Education at the Faculty of Humanities at 

Utrecht University (Department of Religious Studies & Philosophy). For the 

period 2012-2016 he is also a lector at the Faculty of Education of the 

Hogeschool Utrecht (University of Applied Sciences) to lead a PhD-research 

group on the moral dimension of professional teacher behaviour. Besides 

this he is consultant on issues about (religious) diversity in the educational 

domain. Contact details: C.Bakker@uu.nl  

 

Stephen Bigger is a PhD supervisor working part-time for the University of 

Worcester, UK since his retirement from full-time work in 2008. Previously 

he was Head of Educational Research, Head of Applied Education Studies 

and Dean of Education between 1999 and 2008. In an earlier post in 

Westminster College, Oxford (1983-1999) he was Head of Postgraduate 

Education and Deputy Head of School. After his first degree in Biblical 

Studies he completed a PhD (1975) on Ancient Hebrew Marriage and 

Family. His books include Creating the Old Testament (1989) and Spiritual, 

Moral, Social and Cultural Education (1999). Full details are on 

http://stephenbigger.blogspot.com. Contact details:  s.bigger@worc.ac.uk 

 

Denzil Chetty is lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies and Arabic 

at the University of South Africa. He teaches comparative religion (with a 

focus on Abrahamic religions). His research niche focuses on religion, civil 

society and technology. In addition, he has been probing the use of 

technology in curriculum design within higher education. Chetty also serves 

as the secretary for the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern 

Africa (ASRSA). Chetty is also a trustee on the International Association for 

the History of Religion (IAHR) African Trust Fund and on a member of the 

mailto:C.Bakker@uu.nl
http://stephenbigger.blogspot.com/
mailto:s.bigger@worc.ac.uk


Contributors  
 

 

 

377 

 
 

editorial committee for the IAHR book series with Equinox. Contact details: 

chettd@unisa.ac.za 

  

Irvin G. Chetty is a theologian and activist who is currently the Head of the 

Centre for Theology & Religion at the University of Fort Hare. He has 

lectured at the University of Durban-Westville, University of Zululand, two 

private tertiary colleges, where he also served as principal and now at Fort 

Hare. Irvin has studied at the University of Durban-Westville for his 

bachelors and masters degrees in theology and earned both an Honours 

degree in psychology and a doctorate in theology from the University of 

Zululand. He was a recipient of scholarships from the Human Science 

Research Council, Educational Opportunities Council and the Ford 

Foundation. The latter two scholarship Scholarships allowed him to also earn 

a doctorate in theology in the USA. He has published in both local and 

international journals. He has been lecturing and supervising both 

undergraduate and postgraduate students. More recently he has co-supervised 

trans-disciplinary postgraduate research. Contact details: ichetty@ufh.ac.za / 

irvingchetty@gmail.com    

 

Patricia K. Chetty is a critically engaged educator in the King Williams 

Town District of the Eastern Cape. She has studied, inter alia, at the 

University of South Africa, University of Zululand and more recently at the 

University of Fort Hare. Patricia has taught at various schools around the 

country ranging from the provinces of KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng and the 

Eastern Cape. Her research focus is in the area of Religion and Education. 

Her previous research output has been on “The Challenges of religious 

Education in a Multicultural setting”. Contact details: 

patriciakchetty@gmail.com    

 

René Ferguson is a full time lecturer and researcher in the School of 

Education at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South 

Africa. She teaches Religion Studies, human rights and democratic 

citizenship education to primary and secondary school undergraduate and 

PGCE teacher education students, as well as various post-graduate short 

courses on diversity and human rights related issues. Her research interests 

focus on developing critical thinking and related pedagogies for pre- and in-

mailto:chettd@unisa.ac.za
mailto:ichetty@ufh.ac.za
mailto:irvingchetty@gmail.com
mailto:patriciakchetty@gmail.com


Contributors  
 

 

 

378 

service teacher development for diversity, democracy and human rights 

education. Her Masters and PhD dissertations were completed at the 

University of Stellenbosch. She has participated in two SANPAD-funded 

collaborative research projects on religion and human rights in education.  

Contact details: Rene.Ferguson@wits.ac.za  

 

Ephraim Taurai Gwaravanda is a Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at Great 

Zimbabwe University in the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies 

where he teaches Advanced Logic and Metaphysics. His research interests 

are in Philosophy of Education, Globalisation, African Philosophy, Logic 

and Indigenous Knowledge Systems. He has published in local and 

international journals. Contact details: etgwaravanda@gmail.com 

 

Janet Jarvis completed her BA Honours and professional teaching 

qualification at the former University of Natal and taught in schools in 

KwaZulu-Natal for 12 years before moving into tertiary education where she 

currently lectures in Life Orientation Education, in the School of Education 

at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. In 2008 she graduated cum laude with a 

Master’s in Education from Stellenbosch University. In September 2013 she 

graduated from the North West University (Potchefstroom) with her PhD. 

Her research interests lie particularly in teacher identity and she has 

presented her work at both national and international conferences. She has 

participated in two international collaborative projects focusing on Human 

Rights Education. Contact details: jarvisj@ukzn.ac.za   

 

Erasmus Masitera is a lecturer in the Department of Philosophy and 

Religious Studies at the Great Zimbabwe University. He lectures in the areas 

of Social and Political Philosophy, Ethics, Philosophy of Education, and 

Medieval Philosophy. He has published several articles in the area of Social 

and Political Philosophy. His research areas are in Social and Political 

Philosophy and Ethics.  Contact details: eramasitera@gmail.com  

 

Prosper Muzambi is a lecturer at Great Zimbabwe University in the Faculty 

of Arts, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies. He lectures in 

Theology, Theology and Development, and Psychology of Religion. His 

research interest is in the area of amalgamating African thought forms and 

mailto:Rene.Ferguson@wits.ac.za
mailto:etgwaravanda@gmail.com
mailto:jarvisj@ukzn.ac.za
mailto:eramasitera@gmail.com


Contributors  
 

 

 

379 

 
 

theology, and theology and development. Contact details: pmuzambi14 

@gmail.com  

 

Suren Naicker holds a Masters degree in Linguistics from Wits University, 

and an M.D. in Alternative Medicine from the Open International University 

in Calcutta, India. He has worked as a school teacher in Johannesburg and 

lectured at Wits University. He also lived and worked in Saudi Arabia, where 

he lectured at the Al-Baha College of Science, before returning to South 

Africa to take up a post as lecturer at the University of South Africa. His 

areas of interest are inter-disciplinary in nature, and include philosophy of 

language, philosophy of science, comparative religion and cognitive 

linguistics. Contact details: Naicks@unisa.ac.za  

 

Marilyn Naidoo is Associate Professor at the Department of Philosophy, 

Systematic and Practical Theology, University of South Africa with a 

teaching specialization in Religious Education in the church and broader 

society. Research involvements include research on religious diversity in 

public schools with the REDCo Research Consortium and research on 

religious identity development. Contact details: naidom2@unisa.ac.za     

 

Maheshvari Naidu is a feminist anthropologist and educator and teaches 

from a critical feminist perspective. While her earlier Masters work was in 

Gender and Religion, her doctoral work was in the contested field of African 

Feminisms, where she applied a Foucauldian lens to inscriptive practices 

over female ‘bodies’. Her writing is qualitative and ethnographic and she 

draws from both her backgrounds in Religion Studies and Feminist 

Anthropology. The journals she publishes in cut across disciplines, reaching 

a gender, religion as well as a wider social science readership. She has also 

acted as guest editor for national and international Journals. She was named 

national Department of Science and Technology, Women in Science Winner 

for 2013. Contact details: naiduu@ukzn.ac.za  

 

Cornelia Roux is a NRF-rated Professor at the NWU (Potchefstroom 

Campus). She is the Research Director and the Chair for the research unit 

Education and Human Rights in Diversity at the Faculty of Education 

Sciences. She is the project leader of an international SANPAD (South 

mailto:pmuzambi14@gmail.com
mailto:pmuzambi14@gmail.com
mailto:Naicks@unisa.ac.za
mailto:naidom2@unisa.ac.za
mailto:naiduu@ukzn.ac.za


Contributors  
 

 

 

380 

Africa Netherlands Research Programme on Alternatives in Development) 

project entitled Human rights education in diversity: Empowering girls in 

rural and metropolitan research environments (2010-2013), from which the 

data in this article emanates. She is also the project leader of a national NRF 

project entitled Human rights literacy: A quest for meaning, 2012-2014. 

Cornelia has published widely and her latest book, Safe Spaces: Human 

rights education in diverse contexts, was published by Sense Publications in 

2012. In 2013 she was also named one of HERS-SA’s movers and shakers in 

academia.  Contact details: Cornelia.Roux@nwu.ac.za  

 

Federico Settler leads the sociology of religion programme at the University 

of KwaZulu-Natal’s School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics. His PhD 

was on Religion and Representation in the Work of Frantz Fanon and he has 

published variously on postcolonial theory, Frantz Fanon, and black self-

recognition. Dr. Settler has a keen interest in, and teaches courses on 

research methodology, human rights and religion in public culture. He has 

held prestigious research fellowships in African studies at both Harvard and 

Oxford. He is presently completing a book titled Coercion and Consensus 

wherein he explores the relationship between the current ruling party and 

faith communities since the end of apartheid. His current research focuses on 

religion and black intellectual histories of the late apartheid era. Contact 

details: Settler@ukzn.ac.za 

 

Shan Simmonds is a senior lecturer at the NWU (Potchefstroom Campus). 

She graduated with her PhD in 2013 from the NWU after completing some 

of her PhD studies at the Vrije University, Amsterdam as part of the 

SAVUSA scholarship that she received in 2012. She is the subject chair of 

the subject group Curriculum Studies, Philosophy and Research 

Methodology. From 2010-2013 Shan has been a researcher on an 

international SANPAD (South Africa Netherlands Research Programme on 

Alternatives in Development) project entitled Human rights education in 

diversity: Empowering girls in rural and metropolitan research 

environments, from which the data in this article emanates. She is also a 

researcher at the research unit, Education and Human Rights in Diversity, at 

the Faculty of Education Sciences at her university. Contact details: Shan 

Simmonds shanrobynsimmonds@gmail.com  

mailto:Cornelia.Roux@nwu.ac.za
mailto:shanrobynsimmonds@gmail.com


Contributors  
 

 

 

381 

 
 

 

Johannes A. Smit is a graduate of the University of Durban-Westville (now 

UKZN), founding editor of the SAPSE journal Alternation and served as 

research chair of the Humanities for some years. He has a lifelong 

commitment to interdisciplinary learning and critical research capacity 

development in the Arts and Humanities. Currently, he serves as Dean and 

Head of School of the School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics at UKZN. 

He teaches Comparative Religion (main focus Christianity), and is the head 

of the Programme in Religion and Social Transformation since 2002. Contact 

details: smitj@ukzn.ac.za 

 

Beverly Vencatsamy is a lecturer in Comparative Religion at the School of 

Religion, Philosophy and Classics, UKZN. She holds a Masters Degree in 

Religion Education and is currently completing her PhD on Community 

Engagement at Institutes of Higher Learning. Contact details: vencatsamyb 

@ukzn.ac.za 

 

Hui-Xuan Xu is an assistant professor at the Hong Kong Institute of 

Education in the department of Curriculum and Instruction. Her previous 

appointments include assistant professor at the General Education Office of 

the HKIEd and Post-doctoral fellow in the Research Centre for General 

Education at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Hui-Xuan has researched 

and published in curriculum design and development, teaching in higher 

education, general education curriculum development and impact of service 

learning on adolescent development. Contact details: hxxu@ied.edu.hk    

 

 

 

 

mailto:smitj@ukzn.ac.za
mailto:vencatsamyb@ukzn.ac.za
mailto:vencatsamyb@ukzn.ac.za
mailto:hxxu@ied.edu.hk

